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NATALIE WILLIAMS - Biography
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Natalie Williams has become an essential fixture on the
UK soul and jazz scene. With 3 critically acclaimed
albums under her belt, Natalie has drawn comparisons to Jill Scott, Erykah Badu,
Aretha Franklin and Amy Winehouse.

Born and raised in Berlin, Germany with a Yugoslav-Hungarian mother and
British father, Natalie moved from Berlin to London in 1997, graduating in 2001
from the prestigious Guildhall School of Music & Drama, having been the first
person to study both classical and jazz singing on the undergraduate course.

Since then Natalie has performed as a solo artist all over the UK at all kinds of
venues and festivals, including concerts alongside other luminaries as US RnB
star Joe, Lemar, Alison Moyet, Terri Walker and she also sang and toured with
Bugz in the Attic and has recorded with Groove Armada, has collaborated and
co-written with hospital records drum and bass producer, Nu:Tone as well as
drum and bass veteran, Goldie on a project called Sine Tempus (still to be
released).

In November 2006 she fulfilled a dream of becoming the resident singer at
Ronnie Scotts Jazz Club with the All Stars Band, supporting International Jazz
legends on a weekly basis and since January 2007 she has been running and
hosting one of the most successful nights at Ronnie’s, called Soul Family
Sundays which has become a legendary monthly jam that has featured superb
guest appearances from the likes of Hamish Stuart, Jamie Cullum, Vula, Eska
Mtungwazi, Ben Westbeech, Beth Rowley, Alice Russell, Shlomo, Keisha White,
Lucie Silvas and many more.

Internationally she has toured extensively in Europe and Japan, including
appearances at the Montreux Jazz Festival and Kathmandu Jazz Festival.

She also won best video at the 2007 Urban Music Awards for her single ‘This
Girl".

In spring of 2008 she has toured Germany supporting bass player Kyle
Eastwood, followed by rave reviews.

Natalie is currently working on her new album, due to be released in late 2008.
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SOUL FAMILY...HISTORY

Soul Family started in 2002 in a little basement bar in Angel, Islington at the then
called ‘Bar and Dining House’, accommodating no more than 40 people and no
actual stage set up. This was when it was literally all of the band members fresh
out of music college looking for somewhere to have a little monthly jam to play
tunes they wanted to play. Not long after, Natalie hustled her way into using the
venue (formerly known as) WKD in Camden to promote her night, which still only
consisted of the core members in her band: Robin Mullarkey on bass (Zero 7, Ty,
Roisin Murphy etc), Martyn Kaine on drums (Kyle Eastwood, Reel People), Phil
Peskett on keys (Moloko), Mark Brown on sax (Basement Jaxx, Mark Ronson),
and Ben Edwards on trumpet (Basement Jaxx, Amy Winehouse, Mark Ronson,
Spiritualised etc).

After the night started to become more popular even outside musician’s circles,
Natalie’s record company Eastside Records decided to take it up a notch by
moving it to the Rex Club on Wardour Street in Soho and helping out with some
official promotion, flyering and spreading the word among other artists for them to
come down and ‘sit in’ as guest performers. This IS where the magic started
happening and the Soul Family evolved into an actual ‘family’ of musicians and
artists who would play a mixture of new original material and cover versions in an
excitingly impromptu ad hoc setting. The artists who were part of that movement
were Nate James, Oggie and Amy Winehouse and as the audience grew, the
venue had to as well and so in 2005 the family moved yet again, this time to the
sexy plush boudoir club that was Too2Much in Soho (how known as The Soho
Revue Bar).

After almost 18 months at that venue, Natalie had collected as many amazing
singers as she could, scouting around London to find the raw unsigned talent with
the right vibe to come and become part of her family. This was when she met
Tawiah, Sharlene Hector, Vula, Ladonna Harley-Peters, L-Marie, Aaron Sokell,
Sewuese and Brendan Reilly and she also called upon some of her heroes on
the London jazz and soul scene, such as Eska Mtungwazi, Heidi Vogel, Lain
Gray and Roachford to be featured guest performers.

When in Sep 2006, Natalie became part of the Ronnie Scotts All Stars Band she
saw this as her opportunity to raise the profile of her night one more time and she
moved it to the world renowned club that is Ronnie Scotts. Since December 2006
Soul Family at Ronnie’s has become one of the most amazing, exciting live
nights in the world; with the 10 piece band, all of the aforementioned musos and
singers, the sensational Ben Jones on guitar and some outstanding
performances by Hamish Stewart, Alice Russell, Shiomo and Zani and the vocal
orchestra, Jamie Cullum, Keisha White, Lee Ryan, Ben Westbeech, Michelle
Escoffery etc and not to forget, the soul family that is made up of the regular
supporters in the audience.

This is the one time of the month where everyone’s ego is left outside the door
and all you feel is the love in the room and the music that speaks for itself....
















